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The genus Oedanomerus Waterhouse is revised, Five species are currently rec- 
ognized within the genus, including two species described as new: O. capriviensis 
and O. bicolor. An illustrated key to all the known species is presented. 


INTRODUCTION 


The genus Oedanomerus was described by Waterhouse (1875) and included the 
single species O. hirsutus from Botswana. Arrow (1936) described a second species from 
Zaire. Frey (1960) was the last worker to consider the genus describing a new species 
from Mozambique. During the course of studies on the Afrotropical Pachydemini (sen- 
su Dalla Torre, 1919), I had the opportunity to study nearly 300 specimens of this 
genus, including the types of O. hirsutus Waterhouse and O. longicornis Arrow. 

The following abbreviations are used to denote the location of study material 
and indicate the depository of types. I express my sincerest thanks to the institutions 
and individuals listed below. 


AVEC — A. V. Evans, University of Pretoria. 

BMNH - British Museum (Natural History), Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, 
United Kingdom. Mr M. E. Bacchus. 

SAM -South African Museum, P.O. Box 61, Cape Town 8000, Dr V. B. White- 


head. 

SM — State Museum, P.O. Box 1203, Windhoek gooo, SWA/Namibia. Mrs H. 
Rust. 

TM — Transvaal Museum, P.O. Box 413, Pretoria 0001, Dr S. Endrödy-Younga. 


Genus Oedanomerus Waterhouse 
Oedanomerus Waterhouse, 1875: 407; Péringuey 1904: 169; Dalla Torre 
1913: 310; Arrow 1936: 258; Frey 1960: 638. 
Type-species: Oedanomerus hirsutus Waterhouse, by monotypy. 
Diagnosis: Oedanomerus may be separated from all other Afrotropical Melolon- 
thinae by the following combination of characters: reduced labrum, labral suture 


obscure; labial palps absent; antennae 8- or g-segmented, club 3-segmented, subequal 
or twice the combined length of the adjacent segments; head with transverse frontal 
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and clypeal carinae, clypeal plate vertical; dorsum setose or scaled; metathoracic wings 
fully developed (Fig. 1); propygidium not fused to fifth visible sternite; pygidium 
strongly reflexed beneath abdomen; abdominal sterna constricted and carinate medial- 
ly, sutures evident, sterna free; parameres simple, symmetrical; protibiae tridentate; 
claws simple; metafemora swollen, ovate; metatibiae short, triangular (Fig. 2). 
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Figs 1-15. Oedanomerus spp. 1. metathoracic wing. 2. metafemora and metatibia, 3—7. clypeus, 
anterior aspect. 3. O. capriviensis sp. nov. 4. O. longicornis Arrow. 5. O, hirsutus Water- 
house. 6. O. bicolor sp. nov. 7. O. pilosus Frey. 8-15, male genitalia. 8-9. O. capriviensis 
sp. nov. 10-11, O. longicornis Arrow. 12~13. O. bicolor sp. nov. 14~15. O. pilosus Frey. 


Evans: revision of Oedanomerus 359 


Key to the speciesof Oedanomerus Waterhouse 


Antennae g-segmented, club twice the combined length of the adjacent 5 segments; clypeus 


with a subapical carina (Figs 3,4) ......... eee eee reece tenet tenet eee 2 
— Antennae 8-segmented; club subequal to the combined length of the adjacent 4 segments; 
clypeus with apical margin reflexed (Figs 9, 7) .... oa 3 
2 Glypeüsasin Fig, 3 ospearen deat E ake AE NP O. capriviensis sp. nov. 
— Clypeus asin Fig.4 ....... ccc cece tec ence ete tence eee O. longicornis Arrow 
3 Pronotum squamose .......... aa O. hirsutus Waterhouse 
== PronotumiSetosE gecko os r aE henna Ged eae ga and eae ges na ea tas 
4 Elytra squamose; pronotum shining ....... an O. bicolor sp. nov. 
— Elytra setose; pronotum dull, alutaceous ...... 6606. c cece cece tenner ee O. pilosus Frey 


Oedanomerus capriviensis sp. nov., Figs 3, 8, 9 


Diagnosis: 6,5-9,0 mm long; head and venter piceous; pronotum piceous 
medially, rufopiceous laterally; elytra fuscous, punctostriate, intervals not raised; dorsal 
surfaces squamose. 

Description: head with mouthparts and antennae fuscous; antennae g-seg- 
mented, club twice the combined length of the adjacent 5 segments; clypeal disc brun- 
neus, coarsely, setigerously punctured, borders piceous with a subapical carina, apex 
pointed (Fig. 3). Pronotum with anterior angles obtuse, rounded; anterolateral margins 
straight; posterolateral margins rounded; posterior angles rounded; posterior margin 
straight medially; disc impunctate medially, remaining surface setigerously tuberculate, 
squamose, flavous. Elytra with lateral margins subparallel, gradually attenuated just 
behind middle. Pygidium fuscous; setigerous punctures shallow, setae sparse, white. 
Venter with thoracic sterna rufopiceous; abdominal sternites fuscous; moderately 
pilose, setae white. Male genitalia as in Figs 8 and 9. 


MATERIAL EXAMINED: Holotype male: SWA/Namibia, West. Caprivi, 
Kwandu Riv., SE 17.29Cd, 14.xi.1979, C. H. Scholtz (TM); 5 paratypes: same data as 
holotype; same data as holotype, except 17.47 S—23.20 E, 19—16.xi.1979, M.-L. Pen- 
rith, C. Scholtz, C. G. Coetzee (AVEC, SM). 


Oedanomerus longicornis Arrow Figs 4, 10, 11, 16. 
Oedanomerus longicornis Arrow, 1936: 258. 


Diagnosis: 5,5~10,0 mm long, head and pronotum piceous or rufobrunneus, 
pronotum and elytra squamose, apical elytral scales not bifurcate; elytra rufobrunneus, 
punctostriate, intervals not distinctly raised. 

Description: Head with mouthparts rufous; antennae fuscous, 9-segmented, 
club twice as long as the combined length of the adjacent 5 segments; clypeal disc pale 
brunneus, setigerously punctate, margins darker with a short subapical carina, apex 
rounded (Fig. 4). Pronotum with anterior angles obtuse, rounded; anterolateral mar- 
gins straight; posterolateral margins rounded; posterior margin broadly arcuate; disc 
impunctate medially with a shallow longitudinal impression posteromedially; anterior 
and lateral portions setigerously tuberculate, scales lanceolate. Elytra with lateral mar- 
gins subparallel, slightly ampliate medially; distinctly punctostriate, intervals not 
raised; surface with white lanceolate scales. Pygidium rufous; small, shallow setigerous 
punctures, sparsely pilose, setae white. Venter rufous; moderately clothed in white 
setae. Male genitalia as in Figs 10 and 11. 
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MATERIAL EXAMINED: Holotype (not dissected), NW Rhodesia [Zambia], Liv- 
ingstone, Zambesi R., 22.11.1913, H. C. Dollman (BMNH). Additional material exam- 
ined: 5 (AVEC). SOUTH AFRICA: CAPE: Twee Rivieren, Kalahari-Gemsbok Park, 
dunes, at light. 

Season: January through February. 


Oedanomerus hirsutus Waterhouse Figs 5, 12, 13. 
Oedanomerus hirsutus Waterhouse, 1875: 408; Péringuey 1904: 170; Dalla Torre 1919: 310. 


Diagnosis: 10,0 mm long; head piceous and setose, anterior clypeal margin 
reflexed; pronotum piceous, scaled; elytra with scales occasionally bifurcate; elytra 
rufobrunneus, striopunctate, intervals raised. 

Description: Head with mouthparts rufous; antennae fuscous, 8-segmented, 
club subequal to the combined length of the adjacent 4 segments; clypeus piceous, an- 
terior margin strongly reflexed and narrowly rounded (Fig. 5). Pronotum with anterior 
angles obtuse, angulate; anterolateral margins straight, slightly attenuated at anterior 
angles; posterolateral margins rounded; posterior angles broadly rounded; posterior 
margin slightly sinuate before median; disc impunctate posteriorly, setigerously tuber- 
culate anteriorly and laterally, setae long, white, posterior moderately clothed with 
white lanceolate scales. Elytra with lateral margins parallel, gradually attenuated at 
distal 1/4; punctostriate with one distinct interval between suture and humerus; surface 
with broad white lanceolate scales often bifurcate. Pygidium rufous, punctures small, 
shallow, setigerous; moderately pilose at base, setae long, white. Venter with thoracic 
and abdominal sterna rufobrunneus, moderately pilose, setae white. Male genitalia as 
in Figs 12 and 13. 


MATERIAL EXAMINED: Holotype male, [Botswana] Lake N'gami (BMNH). 
Additional material examined: 2 (SM). BOTSWANA: Kungveld/Botswana border, 
20.17 S—21.00 E. 

Season: June, July. 


Oedanomerus bicolor sp. nov. Figs 6, 12, 13. 


Diagnosis: 7,0 mm long; head and pronotum piceous, elytra fuscous, darker 
along suture; pronotum sparsely setose, elytra striopunctate, intervals not raised with 
white lanceolate scales sometimes bifurcate. 

Description: Head with mouthparts fuscous; antennae fuscous, 8-segmented, 
club subequal to the combined length of the adjacent 4 segments; clypeus piceous, an- 
terior margin reflexed (Fig. 6). Pronotum with anterior angles obtuse, rounded; antero- 
lateral margins straight; posterolateral margins rounded; posterior angles rounded; 
posterior margin broadly arcuate; disc with medially tmpunctate, remainder setigerous- 
ly tuberculate, setae long, pale. Elytra with lateral margins subparallel, gradually atten- 
uated after middle. Pygidium rufous, longer than the basal width, setigerous punctures 
sparse, shallow; setae long, pale. Venter with thoracic sterna piceous, abdominal stern- 
ites fuscous; moderately pilose, setae long, pale. Male genitalia as in Figs 12 and 13. 


MarteriaL Examinep: Holotype male, S. W. Protec. (SWA/Namibia), Nura- 
gas, I-1920, R. W. Tucker (SAM). 
Season: January. 


Evans: revision af Oedanomerus 


Fig. 16. Oedanomerus longicornis Arrow, dorsal habitus, Actual length = 10,0 mm. 
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Oedanomerus pilosus Frey Figs 7, 14, 15. 
Oedanomerus pilosus Frey, 1960: 638. 


Type: Holotype male, Mapai Limpopo Riv, O. Afr. leg. Zumpt, v.1951, Mu- 
seum Georg Frey (not examined). 

Diagnosis: 5,5~7,0 mm long; dorsum setose, without scales; head and prono- 
tum piceous; anterior clypeal margin broadly rounded; elytra fuscous, shallowly stro- 
punctate, basal portion piceous, humeri and suture dark fuscous. 

Description: Head with mentum piceous, labrum fuscous; antennae fulvous, 
8-segmented, club subequal to the combined length of the adjacent 4 segments; clypeus 
piceous, lateral clypeal margins parallel, anterior margin broadly arcuate, strongly re- 
flexed (Fig. 7), disc setigerously punctate. Pronotum with anterior angles obtuse, 
rounded; anterolateral margins straight; posterolateral margins slightly rounded; pos- 
terior angles broadly rounded; posterior margin broadly rounded; disc with setigerous 
tubercles. Elytra with lateral margins subparallel, one distinct stria from base to decliv- 
ity; disc vaguely striate with scattered setigerous punctures. Pygidium piceous, longer 
than wide, with large shallow setigerous punctures. Venter piceous, moderately pilose, 
setae pale. Male genitalia as in Figs 14 and 15. 


MATERIAL EXAMINED: 296 (AVEC, SM, TM). SWA/NAMIBIA: Kalahari, 
Fm. Chulon, Narib Ost, 24.10 5-17.42 E, E-Y: 1932, ground traps, 36 days; Wildheim 
Ost 384, SE 26.19 Bc, Keetmanshoop, pitfall; Chulon, Marib Ost 602, 24.10 S~17.42 
E, Marienthal District, preservative traps, dune. 

Season: August, September, May. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


I wish to thank C. H. Scholtz, Universjty of Pretoria, and R. Oberprieler, Nat- 
ional Collection of Insects, for checking the manuscript. In addition, I am grateful to 
the library staff at the Transvaal Museum for their assistance in locating pertinent lit- 
erature. 


REFERENCES 


ARROW, G. J. 1936. Notes on some Lamellicorn beetles from South and East Africa, with 
descriptions of new species. Novitates Zoologicae 39: 257-260. 

DALLA TORRE, Von K. W. 1913. Scarabacidae: Melolonthinae IV, In: Junk, W. & Schenkling, 
S. (Eds.) Coleopterorum Catalogus, Pars 50, pp. 291-450. W. Junk, Berlin. 

FREY, G. 1960. Studien uber afrikanische und indische Melolonthidae (Col.). Entomologische 
Arbeiten Museum Georg Frey 11: 381-324. 

PERINGUEY, L. A. 1904. Descriptive catalogue of the Coleoptera of South Africa (Lucanidae 
and Scarabacidae). South African Philosophical Society 14: 1-293. 

WATERHOUSE, C. O. 1875. Descriptions of some new genera and species of Coleoptera from 
South Africa, Madagascar, Mauritius, and the Seychelle Islands. The Annals and Magazine 
of Natural History (4) 14: 403-414. 


Accepted 13 October 1986 


